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« Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
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aahenethianindadanniaae 
jof grace, before you can send to them one com- 
| petent (money made) religious instructor, as the 
result of exertions which are yet to be made. 
I am amazed and astonished, not that Christen- 


dom is washed, but not all that they are clean 
(Concluded from page 59.) | : - 





For rar Gosper HERacp. 


Extract from the Report of the Trustecs of the Massa- 
chuselts Missionary Society, page 4, with remarks 
thereon. 

but not every whit, nor, that blindness in part, has 
And again he adds, “ We appeal to your hearts | happened to Israel; but that darkness covers the. 

whether you are not willing to give’(money)* to} jand, and gross darkness the people, particularly 
save your country from ruin, and to save mill | that class of professing christians who style them 


ions 
| selves gospel ministers, who infuse an idea that they 


of your countrymen from hell ? * Are you a friend 
to your country? Behold her nakedness, and spread | can save the country from ruin, and souls from 
over it’ (the gift of money the) ‘cover of charity.|hell, only give them money that they may be 
Are you friends to civil liberty ? Give'(money)* that made. 

This argues both a weak and wicked priesthood 
dy one, by the hands of ignorance and irreligion. | that money can supply the place of heaven, and 
Are you patriots? Bless your country by uniting} supplant the doctrine of God through Jesus Christ ; 
ia the boly enterprize of converting a moral wilder-| who says, seck first the kingdom of God and his 
ness into a fruitful field —(by giving money.) Are righteousness, and all things necessary shall be 
you fathers? Give (money) that you may provide | added. Whoscever will come after me, let him 
tor your children at home and abroad, an inberit- deny himseJf, take up his cross and follow me. 


it may be rescued from a violent death, and a spee- 


ce incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading in 
heaven.t Are you Christians? Pray (for money) 
without ceasing to the Lord of the harvest. that! 
he would (thereby) thrust labourers into his vine- 
yard, and let your prayers and your (monied) 
charities go up together. 

Do any of you anticipate a speedy removal 
from this to a better world, and do you wish to 
couseerate to some useful purpose, a portion, or 


| 


the whole of your property? Give it, we besee ch| 
you, for the education of pious young men for the 
gospel ministry,} that you, being dead, may yet 
through distant generations (by the means of mon- 
speak to your countrymen the words of eter- 
nal lite. And, finally, whatever it shall be your 
purpose to do (in the way of giving money,) do it 
quickly, and with all your might; for of the five 
millions of your distant countrymen, every year 
is sweeping one hundred and fifty thousand to the 
grave.’ (that thereby they may be saved there- 
from.) While you read, they die and go tothe 
judgment; and with all the expedition (in giving 
money) that you can make, about seven hundred 
and fifty thousand must die in this Christian land 
destitute of (a money made ministry) the means 


ey;) 





* This loows lke bribing Omntpotence. 


+ A corruptible thing purchase incorruption. 
Shame for such doctrine aad abomination! 


¢ Christ did not give to the unlearned men he 
chose to be ministers in his name, a Jiberal qualifi- 
cation, but taught them saying, “ ‘Take’no thought 
how or what ye shall speak, for it is not ye that 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speak- 
eth in you.” 





Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I 
am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find 
rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy and my bur- 
den is light. Not to Colleges or any mortal’s in- 
struction did Christ ever call any to be his disciples, 
either in the ministry or private life, but to himseif. 
Neither did he send his disciples to baptize (with 
water nora flood of words, after the rudiments of 
the world) but to preach the gospel according to 
his own instruction and wisdom, impressed upon 


| their minds immediately, by Divine inspiration, at 


the instant they were called upon to preach, and 
not with wisdom of words lest His cross should be 
made of none effect. As the apostle declares - 
“ For the preaching the cross is to them that perish 
(because they will not bear it) foolishness ; but 
unto us which are saved (thereby) it is the power 
of God.” But how would it be the power of God 
if it was not borne? “ For it is written, I will de- 
stroy the wisdom of the world, and will bring to 
nought the understanding of tue prudent. 

Where is the wise? Where is the seribe ? Where 
is the disputer of this world ? (Are they not those 
who are after the rudiments of the world ard not 
after Christ, who reject and despise ministers who 
are not of this class, but speak to the people by a 
Divine impulse. Or why wouid the Apostle say.) 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world 

And again the Apostle saith, “ The world by 
(its) wisdom knew not God, it pleased God, by 
the foolishness of (not by the wisdom of this 
world’s) preaching, to save them that believe. 
But doubtless not that which is in the enticing words 
of men’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the, 
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spirit, and of power, as it could have no effect to 
save. 

But strange to tell, that any man, or set of men, 

who say they believe the Scriptures, and profess 
to follow the example of Christ and his Apostles, 
should, in regard to the ministry, teach a doctrine 
and practice, diametrically opposite to Christ and 
his followers. Ilostead of coming to Christ for 
qualification,as he has commanded, “ at the thresh- 
hold of Colleges L. B. says they come, and for the 
love of Jesus and the worth of souls, plead for ad- 
mission, as if they had no faith in Christ, but in 
Colleges and money lay all their hopes: but they 
are sent away because no friends are provided to 
help them through.” Hence all this uproar by L. 
B. and others in the world, and devouring widows’ 
houses for money, and for a pretence make long 
prayers, and sound the trumpet long and loud, as 
if God Almighty sanctioned the using of his name 
to commit the basest actsunder it, that mortals were 
ever guilty of. What can in any sense exceed it ? 
Rip up the foundation of the true church of Christ 
and his Apostles, which is founded on immediate 
Divine revelation, the Rock of ages, and substitute 
the letter, by teaching that “ illiterate men have 
never been the chosen instruments of God to 
build up his cause,” when he hath asserted by the 
mouth of his Apostle, and the most learned in hu- 
man wisdom amongst them, that, “ Not many 
mighty, not many noble are called. But God bath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise ; and God hath chosen weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are mighty : 
and base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are; that 
no flesh should glory in his presence.” And to 
put literature entirely out of the question, this 
most learned Apostle further saith to the Corinthi- 
ans “ But of him(God, not of buman learuing) are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, 
that, according as it is writien, He that gloryeth 
let him glory in the Lord :") and not in the letter 
which killeth, but in the Spirit which giveth life. 

And again—as it respects literature, and human 
qualifications, in his own practice he saith, “ And 
I brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto 
you the testimony of God. For I determined not 
to (depend on the learning I received at the feet 
of Gamaliel, nor to) know any thing among you 
save Jesus Christ, and (not even him in my crea- 
turely exalted imagination, but to know) him cru- 
cified.” That is “ by whose power I am crucified 
to the world, and the world to me.” 

“ And I was with you (as to my own human ac- 
quirements) in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling. Aod my speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit, and of power, that 
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but bs the power of God.” 


But where must the faith of the people stand, 
L. B's. plan for making ministers succeeds? Myc 
it not stand in getting : Getting what? Not wisdom 
either of the world or of God, or they would no: 
soffer themselves to be bridled, saddled, mounted, 
and wielded about like Balaam's ass, whose Minis. 
try was for money, because he loved the Wages of 
unrighteousness; by a money loving letter made 
priesthood, whose root is antichrist. Look, for 
example, to the literal priesthood in England 
where ministers are made after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ, whose living is no: 
of the gospel (God's power unto salvation, which 
makes the soul alive unto bim) but of the tenth of 
all the earth affords. See there the poor bound 
hand and foot, by an unjust, unrighteous usurpe. 
tion of power, produced by the reign of an ayy). 
christian ministry. And how could this be the cay 
but by antichrist’s reigning in the people? As thy 
people so the priest ; as the soil so the production 

“ The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means, because the people love 
to have it so.” Let the people have Christ for they 
prophet, priest, and king ; then the soil would be 
changed, and so would the production; then the 
people would be changed from antichrist to Christ, 
and so would their ministers be of his making, and 
not according to the literati. 

Thus you see my fellow probationers for an im 
mortal inheritance, that it is suffering antichrist to 
reign in us, that we are duped to a willingness tg 
watch and pray, delve night and day, not to pet 
wisdom, but money, this is the getting your faith 
must stand in, to constitute and support an ungod 
ly ministry. And this class of men, like beggars, 
always want more, and they ask for it with a 
much abuse of God's name as the destitute fugitive: 
do, except with more summary politeness and so- 
lemnity. If their present salary is $1000 a year, 
and for their service the next year they have $1500 
offered, it is probable they will say the Lord bas 
called them to another part of the vineyard to la 
bour, which call they must obey, unless you make 
it an object to them to disobey God, by giving the 
same, or a greater salary. Then they will proba 
bly teli you, it is the Lord's will that they should 
serve you in the gospel of his dear Son, and be 
your pastor. Thus, if gold is not their god, and 
getting the sum total of their religion, then they 
make the will of God to bend to all their capriciow 
whims in getting. 

The ministry may say these are hard sayings 
who can bear them? But the truth is, they must 
thank themselves for them, and cease their un 
righteous conduct, both towards God and man 
or expect the facts, which they themselves are the 
authors of,to be made as public as they are wicked. 
The treachery of Jadas Iscariot, is no more to be 
compared with theirs, (I mean those who preach 
for hire, and divine for money) than he himself is 
to be compared to a host, or whatever number 





they constitate, And if their cxample was as good 
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as his, the world of mankind would not be sa op 
ne with them. For he, after selling his Lord, | 
sented, came back, and refunded the money, and | 
a. himself. Without repentance there can be | 
so amendment of life; and it is rare that we hear 


y of these money-made divines repenting of 
nay, 


al an 
their crocodile teats and fleecing the flock ; 


all the flock that will lay quiet under their shears 

And what makes them appesr worse in my eye 
than Judas, they are not content to sell God here 
and there, but every where to the highest bidder ; 
and declare, too, it is the will of His Holy Spirit 
that it should be so, and, at the same time, deny His 
nnmediate influence to dictate them in their preach- 
And this is not all.—In another respect Judas 


mg 
for they eall it the 


is entirely outdone by them ; 
Lord's work ; quote scripture—preach tedious ser 
mous—make long prayers to prove if. Again. It 
seeins as if they would turn the world upside down 
to compass their professedly godly ends. A Bible 
Gociety must be instituted to print and epread the 
Scriptures without note or comment ;* to he sent 
every where, to all nations who have not had these 
This doubtless is to be their forerunner, 


writings 
not to prepare the way of the Lord, and make His 


paths straight, but to prepare their way, and secure 


to them an inheritance over the people ; to open 
an almost unlimited field of labour for them to en 

ter into for pay and rations, to preach to the peo 

ple such notions as they have got of God by the 
rudiments of the world, which, perhaps, is not so 
correct as the natives themselves had before. As 
it God was unable to manifest himself through any 
other medium than the Seripture, and by such ex- 
pounders as the love of money might point out 

And in their prayers to acquaint the Almighty, 
Omniscient, Omnipresent Being, of the dark, be 

nighted, sinful state of the people; that, if they 
had had their deserts they would have been in bell 
Jong ago; and to beseech him not to do them jus- 
lice; not to deal with them according to their 
works, but to save them according to his righteous. 
ness; as if justice and his righteousness had no 
accordance. 

And to furnish labour for the field service of 
preaching, praying, scripture expounding, &c 
which has become an art, (1 was going to say of 
human invention, as much so as christians fighting 
one another) and equally taught according to 
science; indigent young men are sought out,t 
because others will not “ leave the fatness of their 
soil to reign over the trees of the wood.” And I 





* But here see their deception. The Bible is to 
be printed without note or comment, that all may 
lend a hand in the expense of printing, &e. and 
then they send on missionaries as commen- 
tators, preachers, expounders, and spreaders of 
these ares. Itis easily seen how thuch worse 
an oral comment is than a printed one. 


>} or fall 
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|am sorry from the bottom of my heart, for the 
| poor, that they should, through the love of profit 
and honour, be induced to take bribes. However, 
when they are veiled with the canctified name of 
righteousness, like the pill in sugnr, it may be eweet 
in the mouth, but bitter in the belly. Have a care 
of secret sins, as well as of those which the popu 
lace speak well of; for itis to God alone we stand 
It is not by saying Lord, Lord, from the 
cradle to the grave, that will make us inheritor= 
of immortality and eternal life ; nor by doing many 
mighty works in His name ; but 1 was an hun- 
gered and ye gave me meat, | was thirsty and ye 
gave me drink,” &e. Wie to these it shall be said, 
“come ye blessed of my Father inherit the king- 
dom,” &e. Spurn then, the idea, and say to the 
suggestion of becoming a minister through a scien- 
tiie medium, “ Get thee behind me satan, thon 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men.’ 
To prepare these young men for the ministry, 
instead of directing them to Christ Jesus their only 
qualifier and benefactor, or permitting them to 
act, however well they may be qualified by the 
grace of God, they are compelled to travel the 
rotine of scienee, according to Cesar's preserip 
tions, and to receive his mark in their right hand, 
or on their foreheads, in order to a traffic in divine 
things, for none are permitted to buy or sell ac- 
cording to this science, save he that has the mark, 
or the name of the beast, or the number of hie 
name. “ Here is wisdom, Let him that hath 
understanding count the number of the beast, for 
it is the number of a man,” to wit: the sum total 
of the natural man highly enriched for divine 
science, not with singleness and purity of heart, 
which none but Jesus Christ can give, but with 
what the classics can bestow, a finished education 
in the letter that kills 
AN IMPARTIALIST 
Pe 


For mae Gosert, Henatn. 


My thoughts on awful subjects roll, 


Damnation and the dead. 
warts, 


That the mind of the celebrated Dr. Watts was 
often contemplating the subject of the endless and 
inexpreasible damnation of by far the greatest 
proportion of the dead, no one will deny; for his 
writings are a living testimony of the fact. Bul 
when we hear him say, 


Behold the aged sinner goes, 
Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 
Down to the regions of the dead 
With endless curses on his head ; 


Who, O who ean believe him? surely none but 


those, whose understanding is veiled with the 
thick darkness of Calvinism; or whose minds are 





4 


| And educated by the multitude of “ Female 
Sans See Associations,” kc, &¢. too tedioms to 
name, mutch more to patronize. 


shrouded in the sable habiliments of the doctrine 
| of Acminius. Has Jews borne the sin of the whote 
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world in his own body on the tree ? and yet shall jin the twinkling of an eye. We shall then be 
the sinner go down to the region of the dead,|wafted on angels’ wings to the heaverly Jers, 
bearing the weight and curse of his own trans-|lem: to the enjoyment of that city whose buijj. 
gression through the wasteless ages of eternity ?| and founder is God. 

God forbid, that Jesus's blood should thus flow in 
vain. And O, forever blessed be thy great and 
holy name, thou founder and builder of universal 
nature; for thou hast said, that Jesus’s blood 
cleanseth from all sin. Who then will dare to 
vise, in the face of Omnipotence, and contradict 
the word of the living God, by saying, that the 
tender infant babe, when snatched by the icy 
arms of death from its mother’s fond embrace, 
from the glowing fondness of its mother’s love, in 
consequence of sin, goes down, down the dark, ! 
the deep abyss and terrifying gloom of an endless | 
hell? That the most of those who have come to 
riper age, and in the bloom of active life, have 
given up the ghost—have sunk in the devouring 
flames of eternal misery! Or, that those who : é 
have lived to three score years and ten, and have | Ch@uncey’s “ begging the question ;” he, however 
died old in sin, are now, ead will endlessly con-| “begged the question” altogether! Dr. E. under. 


. ° ee e ltake » "7 i 

tinue exposed to the wrath and fiery indignation | ‘kes to tell when this word, or the 
° . . e ake r » : » P* ond 

of Almighty God, which shall aion, are to be taken in an endless sense ; and 

strange to relate, quotes “seven passages, where 


mean 
eterni 
Had 
gne 0 
Behold the babe, the blooming youth, 
The hoary headed sire ; 
Wash'd in the Saviour’s blood all rise quest 
And join the heavenly choir. tempt 
There all shall live in light divine Iti 
And love all hearts surround. pis fit 
There all shall reap eternal joy, cally, 
With endless blessings crown'd. ' 
INDAGATOR 


anoth 
he m 


ing V 
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EE 
EDWARDS against CHAUNCEY. 


(Concluded from p. 48.) 
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Doctor Edwards in his XIV. clap. labours hard 
jto prove that the adjective aionios means an end 
jless duration. The Doctor says much about Dr 


substantive 


“ Beat upon their naked souls peo 


Tn one eternal storm.” 


(he says,) it may be taken in either the tempo- 
jrary or endless sense.’ Col. i. 26. 
“The mystery which hath been hid from 


Chri 
aslee 
we | 


is one of the 
Who presumes to make the declaration, and thus | S®¥e® 
For he hath |@ges (@iovon) and from generations, but now is 

not only said that the blood of Christ cleanseth | made manifest to his saints.” Then it is bid no “a 
from all sin, but he bath also declared, that in the |longer. According to Dr. Edwards, a thing ean ome 
dispensation of the fulness of times be will gatner | be bid for an endicss duration, and at the expire- 
together in one, all things in Christ; both which | tion of a few ages, brought to light!!! That Dr 
are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in| £- thonght he was right, and that his argument: 
him. The followers of Calvin and Arminius, de-| ¥ere invincible, we are disposed to admit; but we 


contradict the Lord their maker? vou! 


com 
ble, 
is it 
io cr 


clare, that a// will not be gathered in Christ—that 


all will not be cleansed by his blood. Jesus, Mas- 


ter, thou Son of the living God, have mercy on 
them ! for they know not what they say; and, O 
- rend the veil that covers their understanding, and 
let them bebold the aurora, the rising of the Sun 
of Righteousness. And may those, who have 
clothed themselves in the sable and filthy habili- 


ments of self righteousness, be completely stript of 


their loathsome rags, and clothed upon with the 
spotless garment of the righteousness of the Re- 
deemer. 


My thoughts on glorious subjects dwell; 
Salvation for the dead. 


To those who may deny that there is any salva- 
tion for the dead, I reply—that Christ hath de- 
clared, that he came to redeem them, “who 
through fear of death were all their life time sub- 
ject to bondage.” Then, surely, by this testimo- 
ny, there is redemption, even for those who have 
been all their life-time subject to bondage through 
fear of death; and have, consequently, died in 
unbelief. Though there were those who have 
lived and died in bondage and unbelief; yet it is 
said the trumpet shall sound—the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
shall live, That al? shall be changed in a moment, 


shall contend, that the arguments and declarations 
of the inspired apostles, are deserving of much 
greater attention. We considet this long and la- 
boured attempt of Dr. E. to prove one thing, be- 
yond the possibility of refutation ; and that is his 
ignorance! And to settle this question, it is only 
necessary to remark, that Dr. E. would sit down 
contented if his opponent would acknowledge 
that the word aion or aionios meant a term of time 
as lasting as the Kingdom of Christ; because the 
Dr. contended that Christ's Kingdom wou!d never 
end. The reader by consulting 1 Cor. xv. 22—28 
verses, must acknowledge, that the Mediatorial 
Kingdom will end; therefore, his premisses and 
conclusions go together! The existence of Deity 
is not measured by this word; it being declared 
that he is without beginning; consequently, the 
word aionios, &c. relating to a period which had 
a beginning, it of necessity is limited. We con- 
tend, that the word aion, or aionos may mean only 
one minute. Proof—an infant who should live in 
this mode of existence only one minute, this min- 
ute of its life might properly be designated as its 
age and generation ; consequently, its aionos '— 
And if a man lived 10,000,000,000 of years, his 
existence might be designated by the same word; 
but in either case, the word itself, so far from de- 





signating any determinate period of time, would 
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g more nor less, than the time (not| to suffering, unless it issue in their personal good ; 


mean nothin 


69 


eternity) longer or shorter, that each existed.—/ then it is not consistent with the Divine perfec- 
Had Dr. E. first proved that mankind, or only | tions to punish at all, either in this worid, or the 


one of t 


ano 


4 . 
tempt it! 


he human race, would suffer in his hell, in| future.” Reader, can you conceive of any virtue 
her mode of existence posterior to this life, | or authority in the diploma of “ Doctor of Divi- 
be might then have established his side of the| nity,” which will authorize a man to make the 
gestion; and till that is done, it is in vain to at-| above declaration, without producing any testi- 
| mony except his own assertion ? 


We believe a 


it is worthy of remark, that the Apostle Paul in, greater absurdity never proceded from any man ; 
his frst Epistle to the Cor. xv. reasons syllogisti-| not even excepting Thomas Paine, so notorious 


ly, “If Christ be not risen, then is our preach-| for bis infidelity. 


The Scriptures declare, that 


ing vain, and your faith is also vain, &c. For if|“ Gop 1s Love.” that He is the “ God of the 
the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised ; and if spirits of all flesh.” ‘That “ He is good to all, and 


Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet 
in your sins.” The Apostle here has left no alter- 
ative ; and all the sophistry in creation can 
never furnish one! The work of Christ is perfect, 
or imperfect. If imperiect, there is no salvation. 


If pertect, all men are the saved of the Lord. The} 


Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world, 
Kormou, act men! Has he doneit? Jf not, your 
faith is vain; you are yet in your sins! We ask, 
Js it possible, that the doctrine of a fu‘ure endless 
punishment can be true ? If you answer yes ; then 
we say, it is in the same degree possible, that 
Christ is not risen; and that all who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished! We invite ; nay, 
we urge the reader to examine this ground. Can 
you disprove it, without disproving Paul's premisses 
and conclusions? The faith of the creature, is, 
according to Paul, less than the dust in the halance, 
compared with the work of Christ. It is, if possi- 
ble, less than nothing! We therefore ask, how 
is it possible, that the Bible can have any claims 
io consistency, or demand on us for our belief in 
its contents ; unless it is consistent? The language 
of the Bible is, “ Come and let us reason together.” 
The language of pretenders to orthodox divinity 
is, come, and hear my incomprehensible declara- 
tions! “ These things are incomprehensible ; but 
you must believe them, or be damned.” This is 
forcing the mind with a witness. We believe that 
“all shall be taught of God.” That every man 
whose understanding shall be enlightened by God, 
will be as little disposed to deny, or withhold his 
assent from the truth, as a man is disposed to deny 
that itis day when the sun is at its zenith. 

Dr. E. remarks, that “In the same manner in 
which Dr. C. restricts Matt. xxv. 46. to a limited 
duration, may every text from which he argues 
universal salvation, be restricted.” We remark, 
if this were admitted, we can produce one, which 
will give the admirers of Dr. E. some trouble to 
evade. Isaiah liv. 10. “ For the mountains (the 
aionion, everlasting mountains) shall depart, and 
the hills (the perpetual bills, which are to be for 
ever and ever) shall be removed ; but My kindness 
SHALL NOT DEPART from thee; neither shall the 
covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lor 
that hath mercy on thee.” 

Dr. E. page 201, remarks, “ If it be not consis- 
{ent with the Divine perfectigns, te subject men 
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His fender mercies are over all His works.” Reader, 
fix your eye steadily on these passages, and an- 
swer—lIs it consistent with a good father to punish 
his refractory children for their good? If so, does 
it follow, that it is not consistent with his charac- 
ter and disposition, which is love, to punish them 
at all? Reverse the position, and you see the 
abominable doctrine advocated by Dr. E. namely, 
“If it be consistent with the Divine perfections to 
subject men to suffering, without regard to their 
personal good ; then, (yes, then, and not till then) 
it is consistent with the Divine perfections to pun- 
ish men here and hereafter, endlessly, without re- 
gard to their good!” Is there an earthly father, 
who considers his reputation of the value of a six- 
pence, who would tamely submit to have this in- 
expressibly abominable character attributed ta 
him? Reader, what do you think of this? Should 
you feel justified in ascribing to God purposes, and 
principles, which you would be ashamed to ac- 
knowledge as your own? Such, however, has been 
the practice of thousands ! 

Dr. E. in page 286, asks, “ How is the end of 
any man to be burned, if all shall finally be saved ?” 
We answer—Paul declares, “ Every man’s work 
shall be tried by fire, of what sort it is,” &c. if his 
work does not abide, what then? “ Jt (his work) 
shall be burned, and he shall suffer loss; but he 
himself shall be saved; How? Paul says “ by fire.” 

Dr. E. in pages 289, and 290, quotes Acts iii. 21 ; 
“ Whom the heaven must receive until the times 
of the restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began ;” and remarks, “ This text, which 
has been often quoted as a proof of universal sal- 
vation, is, I conceive, a clear proof of the contrary. 
The heaven will receive and retain our Lord Jesus 
Christ, until the time shall come when all those 
things shall be restored, which God, by the mouth 
of all his prophets, hath declared, pantone on ela- 
lesen shali be restored; which things doubtless 
comprehend all things which ever shall be restored! 
But our Lord Jesus Christ will not be retained in 
heaven longer than till the general judgment. Af- 
ter that time, therefore, nothing will be restored. 
But it is granted on all hands, that after that time 
the wicked will be in misery. Therefore, they 
shall never be recovered from that misery!” We, 
however, do not graot this on “ our hand,” There- 
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fore, there will thea be no wicked to make mise- 
rable! Reader, we have given you, above, every 
word which Dr. E. says on this important passage. 
And we appeal to you, whether in all your reading, 
you ever saw a*more striking specimen of misera- 
ble, puerile sophistry ? Remember, too, that this 
is from the pen of one, whose brows were graced 
with the diploma of “ divine doctor !” 

To prove that perishing means endless misery, 
in page 290, he quotes 1 Cor. i. 18. “ For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish fool- 
ishness.” We have asked, and again repeat the 
question, God declared of his people, that they 
perish, &c. How can his people be saved, on your 
own premisses? We should be glad, if some of 
these doctors would be so good as to answer this 
question! 

The Doctor likewise introduces John xvii. 9. 
“ | pray for them; I pray not for the world, but 
for them which thou hast given me, for they are 
thine ;’ and asks, “ But are any to be saved, for 
whom our Lord does not make intercession ?” We 
ask, are all to be saved, for whom our Lord makes 
intercession ? If so, (and this appears to be the Doc- 
tor’s premisses) the chief priests and rulers who cru- 
cified Christ, will be saved! It is a pity the Doctor 
had not read the whole chapter. At the 20th and 
23d verses we read, “ Neither pray I for these alone, 
bat for them also which shall believe on me through 
their word ; that they all may be one, &c. (what 
for ?) that the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.” 
Is it objected, that the word them does not refer to 
the word world? we answer, “ God so loved the 
world that be sent his Son,” &c. is the language of 
scripture! The prophet declares, of Christ, that 
* he made intercession for the transgressors.” Those, 
therefore, who are not transgressors, have no part 
nor lot in this matter. An Apostle declares, that 
“ Christ died for the ungodly ;” and it follows, that 
those who are not ungodly, have no need of this 
heavenly Physician ! 

In page 291, the Doctor remarks, “ The scripture 
represents, that at the end of this world, all things 
are brought toanend. 1 Peter iv.7. ‘ But the end 
of all things is at hand.’ eggike. Surely this can- 
not mean that the end of all things will take place 
after ages of ages to succeed the end of this world. 
A period so distant is never in scripture said to be 
at hand ; nor could this with propriety, be said of 
such a period. Matt. xxiv. 14. “ The gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world, 
{the word rendered world in this place, is oikou- 
mene, the habitable earth, or those places inhabited 
by men,) for a witness (mark the reason assigned) 
and then, tote, shall the end come. But when all 
things shall have come to their end, they will be 
in a fixed, unalterable state,” &c. Apply the doc- 
tor’s reasoning to Rev. xxii. 7, and 10. “ Behold, 
J come quickly,” &c. Christ declared emphatically 
that he would come, &c. before that generation 


should pass, &c. see Matt. zvi.27, 28. Hag Dy. E. 
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seen the consistency of the Scriptures ; and belie, - 
that Christ actually came in His kingdom, a the 
time spoken of, and that He judges the wor 
during His mediatorial kingdom, we think the gi. 
ficulty would have vanished. 

The following, if any further testimony is neces. 
sary, abundantly proves the gross ignorance ay; 
blindness of Dr. E. He remarks, “ Those wh» 
die impenitent deserve an endless punishment 
He roundly declares, “ If endless punishment bx 
not the penalty threatened in the law, and jusy 
deserved by the sinner, no account can possibly be 
given of the penalty of the law.” We are really 
astonished at this blindness ; but once we were as 
blind as the Doctor. We request the reader i 
peruse attentively, Deut. xxviii. He will ther 
find the curse of the law. And when it is cop. 
sidered that Christ did not suffer to save wanking 
from the just punishment of their sins, but frum 
their sins, the difficulty is removed. “ Cursed i: 
every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them,” 
&c. “ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us,” &c. The law 
curses or rejecis every one who violates its re 
quirements; and all men having done this, ar 
rejected by it. All men being members of their 
Head, Christ, participate in His obedience, suffer 
ings, and death ; being crucified, buried, and risen 
with him, &c. Christ, therefore, the Head, associ 
ated with the sinful members of His body, was 
rejected, and cried, “ My God, my God, why has 
thou forsaken me.” He was the accursed for (ani 
with) us. We now see, emphatically, the pro- 
priety of Paul's declaration, “ If Christ is not risen, 
ye are yetin your sins,” &c. The following asser. 
tion of Dr. E. in our opinion, savours of downright 
insanity—“ But whatever punishment the wicked 
justly deserve, they will in fact suffer ; they will 
have to pay the uttermost farthing ; they will su- 
fer judgment without mercy! Therefore, they will 
suffer not only an endless punishment, but an 
endless misery, or torment. Therefore, perfect 
righteousness, or strict distributive justice, will 
never admit of the salvation of any sinner; but 
every sinner justly deserves to be endlessly exclud- 
ed from salvation.” Again—“ Therefore, if the 
sinner be punished according to his deserts, he can 
never be saved.” Reader, if the above is true, and 
Paul told the truth, where are we? And what will 
become of the Doclor? See Rom. iii. “ There is 
none good, no, not one. They are all gone out ol 
the way!” We have no hesitation in saying, thet 
no lunatic, in his most outrageous vagaries, could 
stray farther from the truth, than this celebrated 
Doctor of divinity has done! 

The Doctor, at the conclusion of his book, offer 
a few remarks on “ James Relly’s treatise on the 
union between Christ and his church.” Now there 
is but one alternative to which we can resort, to 


bolster up the Dr's. reputation for impartiality, nape: 





ly, that, at the time be made these remarks, he wa‘ 





not it 
He 
termi 
howe 
anda 
be Wi 
&e. | 
© But 
therr 
cuch | 
} Cor 
rid d 
Th 
itpier 
conte 
to th 
feren 
tion | 
he t 
swer 
make 
saith 
and 
them 
Ww 
creed 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


sot in the quiet possession of his mental faculties! 
He confessed, that “ it is extremely difficult to de- 


termine with precision what his ideas were.” He, 
however, undertakes to determine with precision, 
and after quoting a few lines from the book, which 
be was careful to select without their connexion, 
xe. he coneludes with the following remark— 
« But | need not trouble the reader with any fur- 
‘her remarks on such wild and confused mysticism ; 
eych horrid doctrine.” The reader, by turning to 
} Cor. xii. 12th to 27th verses, will see this “ hor- 
rid doctrine !” 

The Doctor likewise makes his remarks on “ Pet- 
itpierre’s. Divine Goodness ;” &c. This author 

~ contended, that the happiness of all, was necessary 

to the happiness of each. The Doctor is of a dif- 
ferent opinion. In fine, he declares, “ The ques- 
tion is not, What God has power to do, but what 
he will in fact do,” &c. This question is easily an- 
-wered—“ For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel. After those days 
caith the Lorn, J will put my laws into their mind, 
and write them in their bearts; and J wil! be to 
them a God, and they shall be to me a people,” &c. 

We conclude with the remark ; that we have no 
creed but the Bible. We have no confession of 
faith, but the confession of all God's holy prophets. 
We call no man master. We regard ali men as 
brethren! 

ao 
For tHe Gospst Heracp. 

LETTERS FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON. 


LETTER Il. 
AY DEAR &. 

In my former letter, notice was taken 
of a singular feature in each of the seemingly con- 
tending systems of Calvin and Arminius. ‘The for- 
mer purports to be founded on the sovereign ca- 
price of God, not in the least regarding the actions 
of men in this life, and is, therefore, a complete 
system of favouritism. This system supposes a 
being of absolute power, but of the most depraved 
appetites, and abominable passions, inflicting mise- 
ry for the gratification of an infernal appetite, and 
creating for the express purpose of peopling a pit 
burning with fire, and supplied with brimstone for 
fuel. The latter system is more specious, but re- 
sults in effects not less abominable, nor less de- 
rogatory to the character of Deity. It supposes 
that God created intelligent beings without any 
special design to their final misery, but neverthe- 
less knowing that their propensities would inevi- 
tably lead to this result. To my mind, these sys- 
tems are equally heterogeneous, and unworthy the 
adoption of rational beings. 

Besides these two prominent sects, there are 
others of as various, and equally discordant tenets. 
The Baptists, who unchristianize, by withholding 
communion from all others, are of the true Calvin- 
istic school, and, as far as I can learn, belong as 
filly to the concision, ag those de who are styled 
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Presbyterians. The Methodists belong to the Ar- 
minian school, with few exceptions The Quakers, 
or Friends, are chiefly of the Arminian principle. 

Of the New-Jerusalemites, or Swedenborgians, 
I know but little. A church of these was in Bal- 
timore, about thirteen years ago, and I was much 
pleased with the conversation of their pastor, the 
Rev. Mr. Hargrove ; and further, as to their variety 
of principle, and mysteries in religion, I profess 
myself ignorant. Of this, however, I am well 
satisfied, that they agree with the many in that one 
point, of which you are already notified that most 
do agree, vie. “ that God loves his friends and hates 
his enemies ; or which is equivalent, that a part 
only of the race of man will be happy, while the 
many, or at least the other part, will remain mise- 
rable during the existence of the Great Eternal. 

Notwithstanding my natural levity, the certainty 
of death, and the belief of a future state of exist- 
ence, frequently occupied my thoughts; and there- 
fore I sought frequent opportunities of arriving at 
the truth, in relation to our situation in that other 
state. The more I sought, the more I doubted; 
until, finding more to puazle and confound in the 
writings and preaching of those who declared 
themselves sent of God, than to illuminate, I be- 
came a Deist. I now ridiculed the scriptures as 
contradictory, idle tales, through the perversions ot 
those who declared the Bible their guide in all 
matters of faith and practice. 

It is unnecessary now to recapitulate all the 
events of my life, during my state of Deism, or 
those soul-harrowing thoughts which came un- 
called for, when I imagined the possibility of never- 
ending misery. My success in destroying the ar- 
guments of my adversaries was great, and drawing 
my premisses from their standard, was at least a 
proof of their ignorance, though it did not certainly 
invalidate the scriptures. One, among other ex- 
pedients, never failed of success. Never did I find 
one settled on the orthodox system of endless mise- 
ry, who could reconcile the declaration of Mark, 
“he that believeth not shall be damned,” with 
that of Paul, “ for God hath concluded them all 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.” 

It was thus, through the incongruity of the sys- 
tems, placing cause for effect, and vice versa, as 
well as giving to an ephemeral, temporal cause, 
an infinite effect, that 1 was persuaded of the san- 
dy foundation of such a superficial superstructure. 
Believing that the aberrations from reason, arose 
from the discrepancy of the Bible, I rejected it as 
spurious, and regarded all sects and sectarians ag 
deluders, and deluded. 

The truth is, that like others, I found it much 
easier to hear the opinions of others, than to search 
at the fountain head. The mysteries of religion; 
so often spoken of, or those things which the few 
pretend to understand, and which others are re- 
quired to believe on their word, often check the 
inquirer at the threshold of investigation, and@ 
damp his ardour. The solemn decisions of learned 
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councils—* the traditions of the elders”—the le- 
gends of superstitious fear, and the general consent 
qf mankind to the impositions on common sense 
and common understanding, are too much for the 
many to withstand—and it is therefore not won- 
derful, that some become Deists under the com- 
mon method of preaching, but it is rather to be 
wondered at, that more do not forsake the profes- 
sion of a belief in that which they not only do not 
understand, but which it is impossible they should 
understand ; for the plain reason, that absolute con- 
tradictions cannot be understood. In my next, 


one of the contradictions to which I allude wili , 


be exhibited. 
Your affectionate father, 
MENTOR. 


Mbany. 
— — —- 


RELIGION. 

We frequently hear men talk of possessing reli- 
gion, as they would talk of possessing a house, or a- 
ny of the things which are supposed to be valua- 
ble by men, and which are attainable by human 
exertions. We consider a man to be religious, in 
roportion as he is unifed to his Maker ;—and that 
Lagetedse and religion are cause and conse- 
quence. It would be absurd to suppose it possible 
for any man to be united to his God, who should 
be ignorant of His Attributes and Purposes. Sin- 
cerity, Religion, and Piety, are three things. We 
have heard of a nation of Pagans, who, on the bed 
of death, receive as extreme unction the sprinkling 
of a mixture of the excrements of a cow and water ; 
and who, if they can depart this life holding the 
tail of that animal in their hand, they die happy ! 
Here, then, is sincerity. And who, we ask, is more 
ious than the miser, who is altogether devoted to 
his gold ? The word religion has been a cant word, 


for cant purposes. The man who assumes a Jong 
face is religious. The man who makes long prayers 


is religious. The man who talks much of fire and 
brimsione is religious. In fine, the man who will 
damn with never-ending wretchedness, nine-tenths 
of mankind, is religious! But,—what ?—Hear, 
The man who regards his Godas the “ Father of 
the Spirits of all flesh,” and“ all as his offspring,” 
and with the open arms of Charity embraces all 
mankind, is an Infidel ! 

Heaven, in mercy, preserve us from the decep- 
tion, abuses, and perversions of human judgment. 

It is because God is Judge, (and not man,) that 
we are not consumed. 


Satan may tempt, and hell inspire, 
And passion heat the blood ; 

But Satan dies,—and hell expires,— 
CREATION bows to God. 


Brothers no longer brothers teach, 
Or point the way to Heav’n, 
When all have tasted of the feest, 

By BLOOD of Jesus giv'n. 
a 
Fruil of Calvinism. 

TP A Calvinist, on Sunday last, declared to a be- 
liever in the “restitution of al/ things,” that “In 
a natural sense, man had more mercy than God.” 
To prove this, he asked the following question. 
“If saw a man drowning, would you not save 
him ?” “ Yes,” was the reply, “I would save him 
if I could.” “ Well, then,” said he, “ you are more 
merciful than God; for if you did not save him, 
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Whal is God ? 
A heathen philosopher on being asked « Why 
is God ?” after mature deliberation, replied—« ,,,; 
isa Being whose centre isevery where, and Whose 
circumference is nowhere !” 
a 
From the London Universalist’s Miscellang, 

RESIGNATION. 
O! as it pleases thee, thou Pow'r supreme, 
To drive my bark through life's more rapid strea, 


e 


& 
lt low'ring storms my destin’d course attend 


And ocean rage till this black voyage end, 
Let ocean rage, and storms indignant roar, 
bow submissive, and resign'd adore. 
Resign'd adore, in various changes tri'd, 
Thy own loved Son my anchor and my guide 
Resign'd adore whate’er thy will decree, 
My faith in Jesus, and my hope in Thee ; 
And humbly wait, till, through a sea of Woes, 
1 reach the wish'd-for harbour of repose. 
——<—_ 

Universalists can do nothing with the Catechism! 

A Calvinistie Deacon, remarking on the expedi, 
ency and ability of Sunday Schools, observed, the; 
were indispensably necessary to fortify the young 
mind against dangerous opinions, because they in 
culcated a doctrine which nothing could resis 
Universalists, observed he, get along very well 
with the Bible, but they can do nothing with tie 
Tracts and the Catechism which are taught in the 
Sunday Schools. It is therefore of great impor 
tance that these schools be instituted for the jp. 
struction of youth in correct principles, and 
guard them against the influence of innovation, 
by the strength of early impressions. Of a verity, 
man, thou art the marvel of thy times, and wis. 
dom will die with thee. Bost. Univer. Mag 

a 
(To Correspondents.) 





We acknowledge the receipt of a communication 
from Edw’d. Sharman ; which we have partially 
read, (a part being illegible,) and are ander the ne- 
cessity of requesting him to transcribe it legibly for 
publication, when we will insert it with pleasure. 

it is expedient to remark, that the present price 
of paper will not authorize the practice of writing 
over the whole surface, to the exclusion of any mar- 
gin whatever. Those of our correspondents who 
are privileged with private conveyances for their 
productions, in an especial manner,are without any 
excuse for persisting in this troublesome practice 
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God would let bum drown.” 


HOYT & BOLMORE, PEINTERS, 70 BOWERI. 
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